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as he had begun, a model of humility and divine
fervour. The Guru in due time sent him to a place
called Devantal, where saints resided. His trade in
horses was undertaken and continued by his son.
Alayar's family ultimately settled down in Dalla,
where lived Bhai Paro and Bhai Lalo and other
devoted servants of the Guru. Musalmans of every
rank accepted and reverenced Alayar under the
name of Ala Shah as a pious priest. A concourse of
Sikhs, among whom were Bhai Dipa, Bhai Khana,
Bhai Malu, and Bhai Kidara, gathered round these
holy men in Dalla, and took up their abode with
them.

CHAPTER V

There was a goldsmith in Goindwal married to
an elderly woman. All medicines and incantations
were employed to procure them offspring, but in
vain. The everlasting cry of the childless couple
was, f How shall we be happy in this world ? And
who will take care of our wealth ? ' Their youth
had passed, and the advent of old age naturally
made them despair the more. They decided to dig
a well where travellers might allay their thirst, and
build a temple where the devout might pray. They
hoped that in this way their wishes might be crowned,
and their memory abide in the world. When the
Guru heard of the pious work they had undertaken,
he went and personally assisted in it. On being
informed of his presence the goldsmith and his wife
hastened with offerings to do him homage. He
asked them what they desired. The goldsmith's
.wife on this drew a veil over her face. The Guru
said, ' Be not abashed. Ask what thou desirest
without shame,' She replied, * Thou hast come to
visit us ; now give us an heir to our house.' The
Guru inquired if they expected him to keep children
for his friends. The goldsmith, with humility and